Will Christianity Survive?
affinity. Moreover, it seems to be a sectional attitude
which possesses no capacity to give guidance on the
problems with which the human race at a particular
period may be confronted. In the Great War the
clergy of no denomination gave an effectual lead:
they blessed colours and spoke in the prevailing
language of 1914. No Church saw what most people
have since realized, that war is a monstrous evil,
a perversion of all Christian ideals. There is little
doubt that the attitude of the Church in the war
has done her incalculable harm; and there are many
critics who blame her for being apparently unable
to give any effectual guidance to-day as to whether
pacifism or international police war is the true
Christian policy.
To the average men and women attendance at
church on a fine Sunday morning would seem almost
as uninspiring as to go and sit in a family vault. If
they want intelligent ideas they read or go to the
lecture-room: they do not listen to sermons. If they
feel the need of music they go to the concert: not
to hear the choir sing anthems. If they want to
worship God and feel His presence they motor
out to the hill-country or sit alone in their gardens:
they do not look for Him in a stuffy building. If
they want individual advice and guidance they go
to their friends, or possibly to a psycho-analyst:
they do not go to the confessional. The Church means
nothing to them, for they feel she has nothing to
give them. She is the relic of a dead tradition.
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